JEHOVAH'S 

WITNESSES 

IN THE 

TWENTIETH 

CENTURY 





who are they? 


3 


tlneir modern development 
and growth 6 

what ate they believe? 12 

the 66 g®oefl news 55 they want 
you to Bn® air 14 

ways they use to tell It to you 18 

practical value of the “good new s 99 
to your community 23 


their worldwide organization 
mm d work 


questl tons often asked albarat them 


25 

26 


Copyright, 1978, by 

Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society of Pennsylvania 

Publishers: 

WATCHTOWER BIBLE AND TRACT SOCIETY 
OF NEW YORK, INC. 

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE STUDENTS 
ASSOCIATION 

Brooklyn, New York, U.S.A. 


Mod* in the United States of America 
















They are interested 
in you 





They are dedicatee! 



If is the desire of Jehovah's Witnesses that you 
become better acquainted with them. You may 
have met them as neighbors, fellow employees 
or in any of the daily affairs of life. You may 
have seen them on the street offering their mag¬ 
azines to passersby. Or, you may have spoken 
brief.y with them at your door. 

Actually, Jehovah's Witnesses are interested 
in you and your welfare. They want to be your 
friends and to tell you more about themselves, 
their beliefs, their organization, and how they 
feel about people and the world in which all of 
us live. To accomplish this purpose they have 
prepared this brochure for you. 

In most ways Jehovah's Witnesses are like 
everyone else. They have their problems—eco¬ 
nomic, physical, emotional. They make mistakes 
at times, for they are not perfect, or inspired, or 
infallible. But they try to learn from their experi¬ 
ences and diligently study the Bible to make 
needed corrections. They have made a commit¬ 
ment to God, a dedication to do his will, and 
they apply themselves to fulfill it. In all their 
activities they seek guidance from God's Word 
and his holy spirit. 

It is of vital importance to them that their 
beliefs be based on the Bible and not on mere 
human speculations or religious creeds. They 
feel as did the apostle Paul when he expressed 
himself under inspiration: "Let God be found 
true, though every man be found a liar." (Ro¬ 
mans 3:4, "New World Translation"*) When it 
comes to teachings offered as Biblical truth, they 
strongly endorse the course followed by the 
Beroeans when they heard the apostle Paul 

* Bible quotations in this brochure are from 
this translation, unless otherwise stated. 
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preach: "They received the word with the great¬ 
est eagerness of mind, carefully examining the 
Scriptures dcily as to whether these things were 
so." (Acts 17:11) Jehovah's Witnesses believe 
that all religious teachings should be subjected 
to this test of agreement with the Scriptures, 
whether the teaching is offered by them or by 
someone else. They invite you, urge you, to do 
this in your discussions with them. 

From this it is apparent that Jehovah's Wit¬ 
nesses believe in the Bible as the Word of God. 

They consider its 66 books to be inspired and 
historically accurate. What is commonly called 
the "New Testament" they refer to as the Chris¬ 
tian Greek Scriptures, and the "Old Testament" 
they call the Hebrew Scriptures. They rely on 
both the Greek and the Hebrew Scriptures, and 
take them literally except where the expressions 
or settings obviously indicate that they are figu¬ 
rative or symbolical. They understand that many 
of the prophecies of the Bible have been ful¬ 
filled, others are in the course of fulfillment, and 

their name 

Jehovah's Witnesses? Yes, that is the way they 
refer to themselves. It is a descriptive name, in¬ 
dicating that they bear witness concerning Jeho¬ 
vah, his Godship and his purposes. God, Lord, 
Creator—like President, King, General—are 
titles and may be applied to several different 
personages. But "Jehovah" is a personal name 
and refers to the Almighty God and Creator 
of the universe. This is shown at Psalm 83:18, 
according to the "King James Version" of the 
Bible: "That men may know that thou, whose 
name alone is JEHOVAH, art the most high over 
all the earth." 

The name "Jehovah" (or "Yahweh," as the 
Roman Catholic "Jerusalem Bible" and some 
modern scholars prefer) appears 6,961 times in 
the original Hebrew Scriptures. Most Bibles do 
not show it as such, but substitute "God" or 
"Lord" for it. However, even in these Bibles a 
person can usually tell where the original He- 


still others await fulfillment. 



God's personal name 
in ancient Hebrew 
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brew Scriptures use Jehovah, because in those 
places the substituted words are written in large 
and small capitals, thus: GOD, LORD. Several 
modern translations do use either the name Je¬ 
hovah or Yahweh. Hence, the "New World 
Translation" reads, at Isaiah 42:8, "I am Jeho¬ 
vah. That is my name." 

The Scriptural account that Jehovah's Wit¬ 
nesses draw on for their name is in the 43rd 
chapter of Isaiah. There the world scene is 
viewed as a courtroom drama: The gods of the 
nations are invited to bring forth their witnesses 
to prove their claimed cases of righteousness, or 
to hear the witnesses for Jehovah's side and 
acknowledge the truth. Jehovah there declares 
to his people: "Ye are my witnesses, saith Jeho¬ 
vah, and my servant whom 1 have chosen; that 
ye may know and believe me, and understand 
that I am he: before me there was no God 
formed, neither shall there be after me. I, even I, 
am Jehovah, and besides me there is no saviour." 

—Isaiah 43:10, 11, "American Standard Ver- 

• // 
sion. 

Jehovah Gcd had witnesses on earth during 
the thousands cf years before Christ. After list¬ 
ing some of those men of faith in Hebrews chap¬ 
ter 11, Hebrews 12:1 says: "So, then, because 
we have so great a cloud of witnesses surround¬ 
ing us, let us also put off every weight and the 
sin that easily entangles us, and let us run with 
endurance the race that is set before us." Jesus 
said before Pontius Pilate: "For this I have been 
born, and for this 1 have come into the world, 
that I should bear witness to the truth." He is 
called "the faithful and true witness." (John 
18:37; Revelation 3:14) Jesus told his disciples: 
"You will receive power when the holy spirit 
arrives upon you, and you will be witnesses of 
me both in Jerusalem and in all Judea and 
Samaria and to the most distant part of the 
earth."—Acts 1:8. 

Hence, the more than 2,200,000 persons to¬ 
day who are telling the good news of Jehovah's 
kingdom by Christ Jesus in more than 200 lands 
feel that they properly refer to themselves as 
Jehovah's Witnesses. 


More than 2,200,000 
Witnesses In over 
200 lands 
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The modern history of Jehovah's Witnesses 
shaped up a little more than TOO years ago. In 
the early 1870's an inconspicuous Bible study 
began in Allegheny City, Pennsylvania, U.S.A., 
which is now a part of Pittsburgh. Charles laze 
Russell was the prime mover of the group. In 
July 1 879, the first issue of the magazine "Zion's 
Watch Tower and Herald of Christ's Presence" 
appeared. By 1 880 scores of congregations had 
spread from that one small Bible study into 
nearby states. In 1881 Zion's Watch Tower 
Tract Society was formed, and in 1884 it was 
incorporated, with Russell as president. The So¬ 
ciety's name was later changed to Watch Tower 
Bible and Tract Society. Many were witnessing 
from house to house offering Bible literature. 
Fifty persons were doing this full time in 1888 
—now the number world wide exceeds 100,000. 

By 1909 the work had become international, 
and the Society's headquarters was moved to its 
present location in Brooklyn, New York. Printed 
sermons were syndicated in newspapers, and by 
1913 these were in four languages in 3,000 
newspapers in the United States, Canada and 
Europe. Books, booklets and tracts had been 
distributed by the hundreds of millions. 

In 1912 work began on the Photo-Drama of 
Creation. By motion pictures with sound it cov¬ 
ered from earth's creation to the end of Christ's 
1,000-year reign. Showings started in 1914, with 
35,000 seeing it daily. It was a pioneer in motion 
pictures with sound. 
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the year 1914 

A crucial time was drawing dose. In 1876 the 
Bible student Charles Taze Russell contributed 
the article "Gentile Times: When Do They End?" 
to the "Bible Examiner," published in Brooklyn, 
New York, which said on page 27, October issue, 
"The seven times will end in A.D. 1914." The 
Gentile Times is the period Jesus referred to as 
"the appointed times of the nations." (Luke 21: 
24) Not all that was expected to happen in 1914 
did happen, but it did mark the end of the Gen¬ 
tile Times and was a year of specie! significance. 
Many historians and commentators agree that 
1914 was a turning point in human history. The 
following quotes show this: 

"The last completely 'normal 7 year in history 
was 1913, the year before World War I began." 
—Editorial in the "Times-Herc!d," Washington, 
D.C., March 13, 1949. 

"Ever since 1914, everybody conscious of 
trends in the world has been deeply troubled by 
what has seemed like a fated and predetermined 
march toward ever greater disaster. Many seri¬ 
ous people have come to feel that nothing can 
be done to avert the plunge toward ruin." 
—Bertrand Russell, New York "Times Maga¬ 
zine," September 27, 1953. 

"The whole world really blew up about World 
War I and we still don't know why. Before then, 
men thought that utopia was in sight. There was 
peace and prosperity. Then everything blew up. 
We've been in a state of suspended animation 
ever since, . . . More people have been killed in 
this century than in all of history."—Dr. Walker 
Percy, "American AAedica! News," November 21, 
1977. 

More than 50 years after 1914, German 
statesman Konrad Adenauer wrote: "Security 
and quiet have disappeared from the lives of 
men since 1914."—"The West Parker," Cleve¬ 
land, Ohio, January 20, 1966. 

The Society's first president, C. T. Russell, died 
in 1916, and was succeeded the following year 
by Joseph F. Rutherford. Many changes took 
place. A companion magazine to "The Watch- 
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tower/' called the "Golden Age/' was intro¬ 
duced. (Now called "Awake!," with a circulation 
of 8,900,000 in 33 languages.) Door-to-door 
witnessing received greater emphasis. To distin¬ 
guish themselves from the denominations of 
Christendom, these Christians embraced the 
name Jehovah's Witnesses in 1931. This name 
is based on Isaiah 43:10-12. 

The radio was used extensively in the 1920's 
and 1930's. By 1933 the Society was using 403 
radio stations to broadcast Bible lectures. Later, 
the use of the radio was largely replaced by in¬ 
creased house-to-house visits by Witnesses with 
portable phonographs and recorded Bible talks. 

Home Bible studies were started where there was 
interest. 

court victories 

During the 1930's and 1940's there were 
many arrests of Witnesses for doing this work, 
and court cases were fought in the interest c- 
preserving freedom of speech, press, assembK 
and worship. In the United States, appeals frcrr 
lower courts resulted in the Witnesses' winning 
43 cases before the Supreme Court of the Unitec 
States. Similarly, favorable judgments have bee- 
obtained from high courts in other lands. Con¬ 
cerning these court victories. Professor C. S. Brc- 
den, in his book "These Also Believe," said c* 
the Witnesses: "They have performed a signc 
service to democracy by their fight to preserve 
their civil rights, for in their struggle they have 
done much to secure those rights for every mi¬ 
nority group in America." 

special training programs 

J. F. Rutherford died in 1942, and was suc¬ 
ceeded in the presidency by N. H. Knorr. A 
concerted program of training began. In 1943 
a special training school for missionaries, callec 
the Watchtower Bible School of Gilead, wcs 
established. From that time onward graduates 
from this School have been sent to 166 coun¬ 
tries of the earth. New congregations have 


A signal service 
to civil liberties 
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sprung up in countries where there had been 
none, and branches established internationally 
now number more than 90. Recently, special 
courses have been established for training con¬ 
gregation elders, branch personnel and those 
engaged full time {as pioneers) in the witnessina 
work. 

N. H. Knorr died in 1977. One of the last 
organizational changes in which he shared be¬ 
fore his death was the enlargement of the Gov¬ 
erning Body, located at the headquarters ir. 
Brooklyn. In 1976 administrative responsibilities 
were divided up and assigned out to various 
committees made up of members of the Govern¬ 
ing Body. Its 18 current members have each been 
devoting their full time to the witnessing work 
for 35 years or more. 




printing facilities expand 

The history of Jehovah's Witnesses in modern 
times has been rilled with dramatic events. From 
the one smc-I Bible study in Pennsylvania back 
in 1870, the Witnesses by this year 1978 have 
grown to over 2,200,000, in more than 200 
lands. All literature was, at first, printed by com¬ 
mercial firms; then, in 1920, some literature by 
the Witnesses was produced in rented factory 
buildings. But from 1927 much more literature 
began to be Turned out in the eight-story factory 
building in Brooklyn, New York, owned by the 
Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of New 
York, Inc. This has now expanded into a complex 
of six buildings, and there are other buildings 
nearby in Brooklyn to house the 1,800 workers 
needed to operate the publishing facilities. In 
addition to this, a combination farm and factory 
housing 600 workers is operated near Wallkill 
in upstate New York. It handles printing of the 
“Watchtower" and “Awake!" magazines and 
produces food for all 2,400 voluntary workers; 
these receive a monthly allowance of $20 each 
to cover incidental expenses. 
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international conventions 

In 1893 the first major convention was held in 
Chicago, Illinois, U.S.A. It was attended by 360, 
and 70 new ones were baptized. The last big 
single international convention was held in New 
York city in 1958. It used both the Yankee Sta¬ 
dium and the then-existing Polo Grounds. Peak 
attendance was 253,922; new ones baptized 
numbered 7,136. Since then international con¬ 
ventions have been held as a series of assemblies 
in many countries. In 1978 the international con¬ 
vention involves 100 assemblies in some 45 
countries. 
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what do thoy believe? 


EARTH 

... created by Jehovah 
... cared for by man 
... inhabited forever 


Jehovah's Witnesses believe in Almighty Gc; 
Jehovah, Creator of the heavens and the ec~* 
The very existence of the intricately desig-e; 
wonders in the universe surrounding us recsc 
ably argues that a supremely intelligent c-; 
powerful creator produced it all. Just as :*s 
works of men and women reflect their qualities 
so do those of Jehovah God. The Bible tells . 
that "his invisible qualities are clearly seen frc- 
the world's creation onward, because they c*e 
perceived by the things made." Also, withe, 
voice or words, "the heavens are declaring th; 
glory of God."—Romans 1:20; Psalm 19:'-- 

People do not mold clay pots, or make tele¬ 
vision sets and computers, without a purpose 
The earth and its creations of plant and ammo 
life are far more marvelous. The structure of the 
human body with its trillions of cells is beyor.c 
our understanding—even the brain with whic- 
we think is incomprehensibly wonderful! If me - 
have a purpose in bringing forth their compara¬ 
tively insignificant inventions, surely Jehovc- 
God had a purpose in his awesome creations 
Proverbs 16:4 says that he does: "Everything 
Jehovah has made for his purpose." 

Jehovah made the earth for a purpose, as he 
stated to the first human pair: "Be fruitful ana 
become many and fill the earth . . . have in sub¬ 
jection the fish of the sea and the flying creatures 
of the heavens and every living creature that is 
moving upon the earth." (Genesis 1:28) Because 
they became disobedient, this couple failed tc 
fill the earth with righteous families who woulc 
lovingly care for the earth and its plants anc 
animals. But their failure does not make Jeho¬ 
vah's purpose fail. Thousands of years later it 
was written: "God, the Former of the earth . . . 
did not create it simply for nothing." He "formed 
it even to be inhabited." It is not to be destroyed., 
but "the earth endures for ever." (Isaiah 45:18; 
Ecclesiastes 1:4; "The New English Bible") Je¬ 
hovah's purpose for the earth will be realized: 
"My ov/n counsel will stand, and everything.that 
is my delight I shall do."-—Isaiah 46:10. 
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WHAT JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES BELIEVE 
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Hence, Jehovah's Witnesses believe that the 
earth wil. re~ain forever, and that all persons, 
living and aeon, who will fit in with Jehovah's 
purpose for a beautified, inhabited earth, may 
live or. forever. All mankind inherited imper¬ 
fection from Adam and Eve, and, hence, are 
sinners. [Romans 5:12) The Bible tells us: “The 
wages sin pays is death." “The living are con¬ 
scious that they will die; but as for the dead, 
they are conscious of nothing at all." “The soul 
that is sinning—it itself will die." (Romans 6:23; 
Ecclesiastes 9:5; Ezekiel 18:4, 20) Then how can 
they live again to share in the earthly blessings? 
Only through the ransom sacrifice of Christ 
Jesus, for he said: “I am the resurrection and 
the life. He that exercises faith in me, even 
though he dies, will come to life." “All those in 
the memorial tombs will hear his voice and come 
out."—John 11:25; 5:28, 29; Matthew 20:28. 

How will this come about? It is explained in 
“the good news of the kingdom" that Jesus 
started to proclaim while on earth. (Matthew 
4:17-23) But today Jehovah's Witnesses are 
preaching the “good news" in a very special 
way. 





When Jesus was on earth his disciples came to 
him and asked: “What will be the sign of your 
presence and of the conclusion of the system of 
things?" He replied that there would be wars 
involving many nations, famines, pestilences, 
earthquakes, an increasing of lawlessness, false 
religious teachers misleading many, his true fol¬ 
lowers being hated and persecuted, and the love 
of righteousness would cool off in many persons. 
When these things would start to happen, it 
would indicate Christ's invisible presence and 
that the heavenly kingdom would be at hand. 
This would be news, good news! So Jesus added 
these words as a part of the sign: “This good 


14 






news of the kingdom will be preached in all the 
inhabited earth for a witness to all the nations; 
and then the end will come/ 1 —Matthew 24:3- 
14. 

In themselves recent world happenings are 
bad, but what they signify, namely, Christ's 
presence, is good. Therefore, Jesus said: "As 
these things start to occur, raise yourselves erect 
and lift your heads up, because your deliverance 
is getting near/' (Luke 21:28} These things 
started to occur in that widely heralded year, 
1914! It marked the end of the Gentile Times 
and the beginning of the transition period from 
human rule to the 1,000-year (millennial) reign 
of Christ. 

That there was to be a transition period is 
indicated by the 110th Psalm, verses 1 and 2, 
and Revelation 12:7-12. There it is shown that 
Christ would sit at God's right hand in heaven 
until the time for his second coming. Then war 
in heaven would result in Satan's being cast to 
earth, woe on earth, and Christ would rule in 
the midst of his enemies for a period not exceed¬ 
ing one generation. The complete end of wicked¬ 
ness would come by means of a "great tribula¬ 
tion," culminating in the war at Har—Magedon 
and followed by Christ's 1,000-year reign of 
peace.—Matthew 24:21, 33, 34; Revelation 16: 
14-16. 

"But know this," the Bible says, "that in the 
last days critical times hard to deal with will be 
here. For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers 
of money, self-assuming, haughty, blasphemers, 
disobedient to parents, unthankful, disloyal, 
having no natural affection, not open to any 
agreement, slanderers, without self-control, 
fierce, without love of goodness, betrayers, 
headstrong, puffed up with pride, lovers of plea¬ 
sures rather than lovers of God, having a form 
of godly devotion but proving false to its power; 
and from these turn away." (2 Timothy 3:1-5) 
Now, some may argue that these things have 
happened before in human history. 

However, as the historians and commenta¬ 
tors say, there has never been a time on earth 
like the one experienced from 1914 onward. 











“Critical times hard 
to deal with" 

BUT “Your deliverance 
is getting near" 


—*"• •• . 
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The woes hove been far more extensive than 
ever before. Moreover, as to other features of 
Chrises "sign" of the last days, these facts 
should be considered: The earth-wide proclama¬ 
tion of Christ's presence and kingdom has been 
of a magnitude unprecedented in history. Per¬ 
secution for preaching has never equaled that 
visited upon Jehovah's Witnesses. Many hun¬ 
dreds of them were executed in Hitler's concen¬ 
tration camps. To this day they are under ban 
in many countries, and in others they are ar¬ 
rested, imprisoned, tortured and killed. This is 
all part of the "sign" Jesus gave. 

As foretold at Revelation 11:18, v The nations 
have become wrathful' against Jehovah's faith¬ 
ful witnesses, and this indicates that Jehovah's 
"own wrath" will be expressed against those 
nations. This same scripture says that God will 
"bring to ruin those ruining the earth." Never 
before has there been a time in human history 
when the earth's capacity for sustaining life has 
been threatened. However, now it is different! 
Many scientists have warned that if man con¬ 
tinues to pollute the earth, it will become un¬ 
inhabitable. But Jehovah "formed it even to be 
inhabited," and he will get rid of the polluters 
before they complete their ruin of the earth. 
—Isaiah 45:18. 
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essings 


under the kingdom 


The thought of persons living on earth as sub- 
ects of God's kingdom may seem strange to 
nany Bible believers who think of all those saved 
as being in heaven. The Bible shows that only a 
imited number go to heaven, and that those who 
will live forever on earth will be a great crowd 
af unlimited number. (Revelation 14:1-5; 7:9; 
Psalm 37:11, 29) That God's kingdom under 
Christ will fill the earth and reign over it is shown 
by a prophecy in the Bible book of Daniel. 


¥ 





\ 












Christ's kingdom is there represented as a 
stone cut from Jehovah's mountain-like sover¬ 
eignty. It strikes and destroys an image that 
represents powerful nations of earth, and "the 
stone that struck the image . . . became a large 
mountain and filled the v/hole earth." The proph¬ 
ecy continues: "In the days of those kings the 
God of heaven will set up a kingdom that will 
never be brought to ruin. And the kingdom itself 
will not be passed on to any other people. It will 
crush and put an end to all these kingdoms, and 
it itself will stand to times indefinite."—Daniel 
2:34, 35, 44. 

It is this kingdom and the ScripturalIy sup¬ 
ported hope of everlasting life or. a cleansed 
and beautified earth that Jehovah's Witnesses 
wish to tell you about. Hundreds cf thousands 
now living and many, many millions now in their 
graves will have opportunity to dwell therein 
forever. Then, under the 1,000-yecr reign of 
Christ Jesus, Jehovah's original purpose for cre¬ 
ating the earth and putting the first human oair 
on it will be realized. This earthly pcrcdise will 
never become boring. Just as Adam wcs assigned 
work in the Garden of Eden, so humankind will 
have challenging projects in caring for the earth 
and the plant and animal life on it. They "shall 
long enjoy the work of their hands."—Genesis 
2:15; Isaiah 65:22, "Revised Standard Version." 

Many scriptures could be presented to show 
the conditions that will exist when the prayer that 
Jesus taught us is answered: "Let your kingdom 
come. Let your will take place, as in heaven, clso 
upon earth." (Matthew 6:10) However, let this 
one suffice for now: "I heard a loud voice from 
the throne say: 'Look! The tent of Goa is with 
mankind, and he will reside with them, and they 
will be his peoples. And God himself will be with 
them. And he will wipe out every tear from their 
eyes, and death will be no more, neither will 
mourning nor outcry nor pain be anymore. The 
former things have passed away.' And the one 
seated on the throne said: 'Look! I am making all 
things new.' Also, he says: 'Write, because these 
words are faithful and true.'"—Revelation 21: 
3-5. 
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Christians are comnnancied to 1 make disciples 
of people of all the nations/ 7 but this does not 
mean that they are to use pressure or con J ei '| 
others by force. Jesus' commission was to "tell 
good news to the meek ones," to "bind up the 
brokenhearted," to "comfort all the mourning 
ones." (Matthew 28:19; Isaiah 61:1, 2; Luke 4: 
18, 19) Jehovah's Witnesses seek to do this by 
declaring the "good news" from the Bible. Like 
the prophet Ezekiel of old, Jehovah's Witnesses 
today try to find those who "are sighing and 
groaning over all the detestable things that are 
being done."—Ezekiel 9:4. 

The best-known way they use to find those 
vyho are distressed by present conditions is by 
going from house to house. Thus they make a 
positive effort to reach the public, just as Jesus 
did when "he went journeying from city to city 
and from village to village, preaching and de¬ 
claring the good news of the kingdom of God. 
His early disciples did likewise. (Luke 8:1; 9:1-6; 
10:1-9) Today, where it is possible, Jehovah's 
Witnesses endeavor to call at each home several 
times a year, seeking to converse with the house¬ 
holder for a few minutes on some local or world 
topic of interest or concern. A scripture or two 
may be offered for consideration, and if imerest 
is shown by the householder the Witness may 
arrange to call back at a convenient lime for 
further discussion. Bibles and literature explain¬ 
ing the Bible are made available, and, if the 
householder desires, a home Bible study is con¬ 
ducted without any charge. During 1977 an 
average of more than one and a quarter million 
Bible studies were so conducted regularly 

throughout the world. 

Another way in which the "good news of the 
kingdom" is told to others is through meetings 
held at local Kingdom Halls. The Witnesses con¬ 
duct meetings there weekly. One meeting is a 
public lecture on a subject of current interest. 











Another is a study of some Biblical theme or 
prophecy, using the "Watchtower" magazine as 
source material. A third meeting is a school for 
training Witnesses to be better proclaimers of 
the good news," and a fourth is devoted to dis¬ 
cussing the witnessing work in the local territory. 
Also, once a week Witnesses assemble in private 
homes, in small groups, for Bible studies. 

All these meetings are open to the public. No 
collections are ever taken. Such meetings are 
beneficial for all. The Bible says: u We ought to 
see how each of us may best arouse others to 
love and active goodness, not staying away from 
our meetings, as some do, but rather encourag¬ 
ing one another, all the more because you see the 
Day drawing near/' Private study and research 
are necessary, but meeting with others is stimu¬ 
lating: "As iron sharpens iron, so one man sharp¬ 
ens the wits of another."—Hebrews 10:24, 25; 
Proverbs 27:17, "The New English Bible" 



















Kingdom Halls, practical *in design, are places for Bible discussion 



The Witnesses also make good use of open¬ 
ings for talking about the "good news" as they 
come in contact with other people in their daily 
lives. It may be a few words exchanged with a 
neighbor, or with a fellow traveler on a bus or 
plane; a longer talk with a friend or relative; a 
discussion with a fellow worker during lunch 
hour. A4uch of the witnessing that Jesus did when 
he was on earth was of this kind-r-as he walked 
along the seashore, or sat on a hillside, or while 
eating at someone's home, or at a wedding, or 
on a fishing boat on the Sea of Galilee. He 
taught in the synagogues and at the temple in 
Jerusalem. Wherever he was, he found opportu¬ 
nities to talk about God's kingdom. Jehovah's 
Witnesses endeavor to follow in his footsteps in 
this regard aiso.—1 Peter 2:21. 
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preaching by example 

« 

None of these ways of telling you the "good 
news" would be meaningful to you if the one 
Telling you did not apply the teachings to him- 
seif. To say one thing and do another is hypoc¬ 
risy, and religious hypocrisy has turned millions 
away Trom the Bible. The Bible is not rightly 
blamed. The scribes and Pharisees had the He¬ 
brew Scriptures, but Jesus denounced them as 
hypocrites. He spoke of their reading from the 
law of Moses, then added to his disciples: "All 
the things they tell you, do and observe, but do 
not do according to their deeds, for they say but 
do not perform." (Matthew 23:3) A Christian's 
being an example of right living says more than 
hours of sermonizing. This was pointed out to 
Christian wives who had unbelieving husbands: 
"They may be won without a word through the 
conduct of their wives, because of having been 
eyewitnesses of your chaste conduct."—1 Peter 
3:1, 2. 

Therefore, Jehovah's Witnesses try to recom¬ 
mend the "good news" to others in this way 
also: by being exemplary in the Christian con¬ 
duct that they recommend to others. They try to 
'do unto others as they would have others do 
unto them/ (Matthew 7:12) They try to be this 
way with all men, not just with fellow Witnesses 
or friends or neighbors or relatives. Being im¬ 
perfect, they do not always succeed 100 percent. 
But it is the desire of their hearts to do good unto 
all persons, not only in telling them the good 
news of the kingdom, but also in extending a 
helping hand whenever possible.—James 2:14- 
17 . 
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In their own family 
life, as well as in 
contacts with other 
people, the Witnesses 
sincerely try to do 
the things that they 
advocate to others 























practical value of the 

g£oo€l mews" 
to your community 



In this modern world we often hear the opin¬ 
ion expressed, "The principles cf Christianity are 
just not practical. They just will not work in to¬ 
day's complex society." However, in a reported 
conversation between the Hindu leader Mahatma 
Gandhi and the former British Viceroy of India, 
Lord Irwin, a very different sentiment was ex¬ 
pressed. Lord Irwin asked Gandhi what he 
thought would solve the problems bet-veer; Great 
Britain and India. Gandhi picked up a Bible and 
opened it to the fifth chapter of Matthew and 
said: "When your country and mine shall get 
together on the teachings laid down oy C.nrist in 
this Sermon on the Mount, we shall have solved 
the problems not only of our countries but those 
of the whole world." 

That sermon speaks of seeking spirituality, 
being mild-tempered, peaceable, merciful, a 
lover of righteousness. It condemns not only mur¬ 
der but being wrathful with others; not just 
adultery but lustful thoughts as well. It speaks 
against irresponsible divorce actions that break 
up homes and victimize children. It tells us: l Lcve 
even those who dislike you, give to the needy, 
stop judging others unmercifully, treat others cs 
you would like to be treated.' All these advices, 
if applied, would yield tremendous benefits. The 
more persons in your community who practice 
them, the better your community becomes! 

Jehovah's Witnesses are an influence in this 
direction. The Bible teaches them to respect 
marriage. Their children are trained in right 
principles. The importance of the family is 
stressed. United families are a boon to your com¬ 
munity, even to your nation. History is filled with 
examples of world powers crumbling when fam¬ 
ily ties weakened and immorality increased. The 
more individuals and families that Jehovah's 















Witnesses influence to live by Christian principles, 
the less delinquency and immorality and crime 
you will have in your community! 

One of the big problems plaguing commu¬ 
nities and nations is racial prejudice. In contrast, 
the apostle Peter said: "I perceive that God is 
not partial, but in every nation the man that 
fears him and works righteousness is acceptable 
to him/' And Paul wrote: "There is neither Jew 
nor Greek, there is neither slave nor freeman, 
there is neither male nor female; for you are all 
one person in union with Christ Jesus/' (Acts 10: 
34, 35; Galatians 3:28) Jehovah's Witnesses ac¬ 
cept this. Ail races and colors live and work 
together at their world headquarters, at the 
branches, and in the congregations. 

In Africa certain tribes cannot mix together 
without clashes. However, in assemblies of Jeho¬ 
vah's Witnesses there, people from many differ¬ 
ent tribes eat and sleep and worship together in 
complete harmony and warm fellowship. Gov¬ 
ernment officials are amazed when they see this. 
An example of the unifying effect of true Chris¬ 
tianity v/as commented on by the New York 
"Amsterdam News" of August 2, 1958. The 
comment was inspired by observing the inter¬ 
national assembly of the Witnesses previously 
mentioned—the one in New York city where 
over a quarter of a million assembled. 

"Everywhere Negroes, whites and Ori¬ 
entals, from ail stations in life and all 
parts of the world, mingled joyously and 
freely. . . . The worshiping Witnesses 
from 120 lands have lived and worshiped 
together peacefully, showing Americans 
how easily it can be done. . . . The as¬ 
sembly is a shining example of how peo¬ 
ple can work and live together." 

Many may say that the principles of Chris¬ 
tianity are not practical for this modern world. 
However, what else has worked, or will work? 
Christian principles can be of real value if ap¬ 
plied to your community now, and they will be 
the basis for uniting all 'nations, tribes and peo¬ 
ples' earth wide under the rule of God's kingdom 
over mankind.—Revelation 7:9, 10. 
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AH races and colors 
work together 



Christianity is practical 
What else has worked? 
















their worldwide 
organization and work 



There are several links used : n directing the 
work of witnessing in the mare than 200 lands 
where it is being done. The overc'l direction 
comes from the Governing oc-dat the world 
headquarters in Brooklyn, New York. From there 
representatives are sent out each year to 15 or 
more "zones" to confer with the breach repre¬ 
sentatives in each zone. In the breach offices 
there are branch committees c ; fro rr. three to 
seven members to oversee the work in -he lands 
under their jurisdiction. Many cf the branches 
have facilities for printing, some operating high¬ 
speed rotary presses. The country cr a*ea served 
by each branch is divided into districts, and the 
districts, in turn, are divided into c'tcu •$. Each 
circuit has in it about 20 congrego* c _ s. A dis¬ 
trict overseer presides at a "circuit assembly" 
for these congregations twice a year, as he 
visits the circuits in his district in rotation. “here 
is a circuit overseer, and he visits each congre¬ 
gation in his circuit usually twice a veer, assist¬ 
ing the Witnesses in organizing end doing the 
preaching work in the territory assignee to that 
congregation. 

The local congregation with its Kingdom Hall 
is the center for telling the "good news" in your 
community. The areas under each congregation 
are mapped out in small territories. These are 
assigned to individual Witnesses who endeavor 
to visit and speak with the people in each home 
therein. Each congregation, consisting of from a 
few to some 200 Witnesses, has eiders assigned 
to look after various duties. The individual pro- 
claimer of the "good news" is the vital one in 
the organization of Jehovah's Witnesses. Every 
one of the Witnesses, whether serving at the 
world headquarters, or branches, or in congre¬ 
gations, does this field work of personally telling 
others about God's kingdom. 
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Reports cf this cctivity ultimately reach the 
world headquarters, and an annual "Yearbook" 
is compiled and published. Also, a chart is pub¬ 
lished each year in the January 1 issue of "The 
Wctchtower." These two publications offer de¬ 
tailed reports of each year's accomplishments 
in bearing witness to Jehovah and his kingdom 
under Christ Jesus. The "1978 Yearbook" reports 
that for 1977 more than 2,200,000 Witnesses, 
from 41,635 congregations, spent in excess of 
321,000,000 hours proclaiming the "good 
news." During the 1977 service year, 124,459 
new ones were baptized. Literature placed to¬ 
taled into the hundreds of millions of copies. 



questions often asked 
about them 


Jehovah's Witnesses base their 
hope on the Bible, but how do 
they know that the Bible is true? 
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There are certain questions about Jehovah's 
Witnesses that are asked more often than others. 
Some of these will now be considered briefly. 



There is convincing factual evidence that the 
Bible is inspired. The following truths were re¬ 
vealed in the Bible before they were discovered 
by secular scholars: the order of stages through 
which the earth passed in its development, that 
the earth is round, that it hangs in space on 
nothing, the circulation of the blood, and the 
migration of the birds. (Genesis chap. 1; Isaiah 
40:22; Job 26:7; Ecclesiastes 12:6; Jeremiah 8: 
7) Prophecies in Daniel foretold centuries in ad¬ 
vance the rise and fall of certain world powers, 
and the exact time when Jesus would come as 
Messiah and then be put to death. (Daniel chaps. 
2 and 8, and 9:24-27) Today still other Bible 
prophecies are being fulfilled, such as those 
identifying the "conclusion of the system of 
things," at Matthew chapters 24 and 25, Mark 
chapter 13, Luke chapter 21 and Second Timothy 
chapter 3. Such foreknowledge is not from men. 
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"Faith follows the thing heard." It is by read¬ 
ing and studying the Bible that its wisdom be¬ 
comes apparent and faith is built up. (Romans 
10:17) Internally the Bible is completely con¬ 
sistent. Investigation clears up any supposed 
contradictions. The Bible has a force for righ¬ 
teousness. It describes life as it really is, and 
helps to solve the problems of life in a practical 
way. It gives purpose to life. When applied, it 
builds up individuals, families, grouos of people. 
Above all, it magnifies mankind's Creator, Jeho¬ 
vah God, and gives satisfying explanation of 
his purposes to be accomplished through his Mes¬ 
sianic Kingdom by Christ Jesus. It draws man to 
God's love, and helps him to love God and his 
neighbor. Archaeology, historical facts, true 
science, all support the Bible record. 



Q; Do the Witnesses think that their 

religion is the only right one? 

Anyone who is serious about his religion 
should think that it is the right one. Otherwise, 
why would he or she be involved in it? Chris¬ 
tians are admonished: "/.take sure of all things; 
hold fast to what is fine." (1 Thessalonians 5: 

21) You should make sure that your beliefs can 
be supported by the Scriptures, for there is only 
one true faith. Ephesians 4:5 confirms this: "One 
Lord, one faith, one baptism." Jesus did not 
agree with the modern, relaxed view that there 
are many roads, many religions, all leading to 
salvation. Instead, he said: "Narrow is the gate 
and cramped the road leading off into life, and 
few are the ones finding it." Jehovah's Witnesses 
think that they have found it. Otherwise, they 
would look for another religion.—Matthew 7:14. 



o 

No. Many millions that have lived in cen¬ 
turies past, who were not Jehovah's Witnesses, 
will come back in a resurrection and have an 
opportunity for life. Many now living may yet 
take a stand for truth and righteousness before 
the "great tribulation," and they will gain sal¬ 
vation. Moreover, Jesus admonished that we 
should not be judging one another. We tend to 


Do they believe that they are the 
only ones that will be saved? 
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look on the outward appearance; God looks on 
the heart. He is the one who sees accurately and 
judges mercifully. He has committed judgment 
into the hands of Christ Jesus—not into ours. 
—Matthew 7:1-5. 


To be Jehovah's Witnesses they are required 
to witness to all persons. They are required to 
preach this good news of the kingdom, to make 
disciples of all nations, to preach the word, to 
offer to God a sacrifice of praise. There are 
many different ways to do this. Visiting people 
in their homes has proved to be a very effective 
way and has borne good results.—Matthew 9: 
35; 10:11-14; Acts 20:20. 

In this the Witnesses follow the example of 
Christ Jesus. He went to the Jews. The Jews had 
their own religion, but in many ways it contra¬ 
dicted the Word of God, and also it was time 
for some basic changes to be made. (Matthew 
15:1-9; Jeremiah 31:33) All nations have reli¬ 
gions of one kind or another, whether so-called 
“Christian" or “non-Christian." Churches that 
send out missionaries do so to convert the peo¬ 
ple from one religion to another. It is a matter 
of vital importance for persons to have beliefs 
that conform with the Bible's teachings, and to 
assist them in doing this is one way of showing 
neighbor love. 


Why do Jehovah's Witnesses call 
on persons who already have a 
religion of their own? Why don't 
they go to those without religion? 


How is their work financed? 

By voluntary contributions, primarily by Je¬ 
hovah's Witnesses themselves. The contributions 
received for Bible literature are accepted to 
cover part of the cost to print and distribute it. 

Much of the literature is given free, because in 
many lands those who are interested are unable 

to contribute. No collections are taken at any , 

meetings, but there are contribution boxes at the 
Kingdom Halls and auditoriums so that any who 
are able to contribute and wish to do so may. 

Also, many of the Witnesses and congregations 
send donations to the world headquarters and 
its branches. 
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Why don't the Witnesses get in¬ 
volved in politics and in this way 
help to improve conditions? 



Why don't they fight for their 
country? 



Jesus said concerning his followers: "They 
are no part of the world, just as I am no part 
of the world/' And James, the half brother of 
Jesus, said: "Do you not know that the friend¬ 
ship with the world is enmity with God? Who¬ 
ever, therefore, wants to be a friend of the world 
is constituting himself an enemy of God/ 7 (John 
17:16; James 4:4) The apostle Paul also pointed 
out the principle that if you empower someone 
to act in a responsible position, you must share 
responsibility for the wrongs he does in that 
office. (1 Timothy 5:22) Further, the Witnesses 
bear in mind the Scriptural statement that Satan 
the Devil is "the god of this system of things/ 7 
and that the whole world is in the power of that 
wicked one.—2 Corinthians 4:4: ' John 5:19. 

Just as Jesus did not fake sices in political 
matters, so Jehovah's Witnesses remain neutral 
and are not found to be members o* one colitical 
party or another. They do not participate in 
nationalistic movements. They are careful to fol¬ 
low God's Word and, therefore, ere e most law- 
abiding people in whatever land they may be 
found. They never get involved v, subversive 
activities, sedition or revolutionary action, but, 
rather, they put their full trust and hope in Goa's 
kingdom under Christ. By obeying God's laws 
and living Christian lives, they are on influence 
for good in every community c~c contribute to 
the public order and morality cf every country. 
—Romans 13:1-10. 


The answer to the preceding question par¬ 
tially covers this question. Additionally, Chris¬ 
tians are not to kill others. They ere commanded 
to lay down their lives for their Christian broth¬ 
ers, not take their brothers' lives. If they did 
fight in their countries' wars. Witnesses from 
one nation would be killing Witnesses from an¬ 
other nation. Jesus said: "My kingdom is no part 
of this world. If my kingdom were part of this 
world, my attendants would have fought/ 7 
—John 18:36. 

29 











Why do Jehovah's Witnesses re¬ 
fuse to take blood transfusions? 


Actually, Jehovah's Witnesses are neutral as 
far as conflicts between the nations are con¬ 
cerned. In this they follow the example of Christ 
Jesus. At one time Jews tried to force him to be 
their King, but he refused. Yet later on he was 
charged with treason against Caesar and mak¬ 
ing himself king of the Jews. (John 6:15; 19:12) 
Again, when his enemies were trying to trap 
him and get him in trouble with Caesar he drew 
the line of demarcation: "Pay back Caesar's 
things to Caesar, but God's things to God." 
(Luke 20:19-25) Jehovah's Witnesses render to 
Caesar the things that are properly his, for exam¬ 
ple, in conscientiously paying taxes as Jesus ad¬ 
vised, but they do not give everything to the 
nations of this world and leave nothing for God. 
When "Caesar" attempts to take the things be¬ 
longing to God, such as worship, the Witnesses 
answer as did the apostles: "We must obey God 
as ruler rather than men."—Acts 5:29. 

Many misunderstand this position taken by 
Jehovah's Witnesses, in spite of the fact that the 
Witnesses are law-abiding citizens, obeying all 
laws not contrary to God's commandments. But 
others see the point clearly. The book "20 Cen¬ 
turies of Christianity" states: 

"They [the early Christians] lived quiet, 
moral, indeed model lives. In every re¬ 
spect except that single matter of incense 
burning, they were exemplary citizens. 

. . . While sacrifice to the Genius of the 
emperor remained the test of patriotism, 
could the authorities afford to wink at 
the contumacy of these unpatriotic Chris¬ 
tians? The trouble in which the Christians 
consequently found themselves was not 
wholly unlike the trouble in which, during 
the war years, that aggressive sect known 
as Jehovah's Witnesses found itself." 


The stand that Jehovah's Witnesses take with 
regard to blood is not based on any emotional 
fanaticism. They refuse blood on Scriptural 
grounds. The Creator of man and of his blood¬ 
stream, who knows best what is involved, re- 
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peotediy commands in the Bible that believers 
God must abstain from blood/ (Genesis 9-4- 

Jehovah's 1 wV’ 14; Act$ 15;20 ' 28 ' 29 ; 21:25) 
Jehovah ^Witnesses respect this command. 

vah'f^W? X ' by their refusfn 9 b food, Jeho- 
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dasma V hS treatmenfs and nonblood 
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The be.iefs o, Jehovah's Witnesses regardinq 

the use of bleed, as well as on other matters 

are based on the Bibie, which they are firmly 

convinced is the word of God. ^ 
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CONCLUSION 

Jehovah's Witnesses devote themselves to tell¬ 
ing the good news of God's kingdom to all man¬ 
kind. The fruits of their efforts under Jehovah's 
direction have been gratifying to them. They 
have seen hundreds of thousands of persons from 
all nations, all cultures and all walks of life 
brought together into a bond of unity that is 
unique in all the earth. They have seen many of 
these persons abandon purposeless lives, seif- 
destroying vices, even criminal activity, to take 
up peaceable lives of service to God and to their 
fellowmen. They have seen national, racial and 
social barriers broken down, not just in a token 
way, but permanently melted away by a sin¬ 
cere love of God and love of neighbor. This kind 
of love cannot be self-induced. It is a fruit of 
God's spirit. 

Jehovah's Witnesses would like very much to 
become better acquainted with their neighbors. 
They also want their neighbors to become better 
acquainted with them. We hope that this infor¬ 
mation will be helpful to this end. If you have 
any further questions concerning the activities 
or beliefs of Jehovah's Witnesses, please write 
to the Watch Tower Society or contact them in 
your locality. 


